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Unintended Consequences

10:00 a.m.
Pastor Bob Zoba

Let me say from that start that I don’t believe non-Christians are out to
deliberately destroy American culture, but I do believe the unintended
consequences of their (im)moral decisions are doing just that. In order to be
brief, let me mention just two examples that prompt me to believe this true.
The first has to do with the present-day, hook-up culture that pervades college
campuses and is aided and abetted by apps like Tinder which allow you to set
up casual sex with just a swipe or two on your cell phone.
It has been my conviction for some time that the declining success of American
males in higher education is directly related to the relative ease in which
American males can now bed their female classmates. Excuse my cynicism
about men, but, being one of them, I can speak authoritatively. So, let’s be
frank: part of the incentive of men to succeed in life is to impress attractive
women to take an interest in them. Back in the day, this meant succeeding
in high school or university so you could woo, date, and eventually marry a
suitable and attractive, female partner for life. That was then, but this is now.
Instead, in our present hook-up culture, young males have open access to
attractive females with very few strings attached, almost no commitment, and
little cost. Consequently, they have less and less incentive to work hard in
college to be successful because a lot of the incentive of those formative years
has been removed.
That has been my working theory for some time to explain the highly
documented decline of American males in the realm of higher education.
Therefore, I was bemused to receive confirmation of my working theory from
a recent Vanity Fair article on the effect of Tinder and other dating apps on
contemporary sexuality. In it, college women complained that men their age
had no interest in courtship or even basic politeness. Said one, “Tinder has
destroyed their game.” [In addition,] male Tinder aficionados made a variety
of repellent comments suggesting women are disposable and interchangeable:
“If you had a reservation somewhere and then a table at Per Se opened up,
you’d want to go there,” one of them said.”
Thus, although many college-age males believe the hook-up culture is serving
their needs, in reality, it is having the unintended consequence of destroying
their incentive to become mature and responsible adults who will make for a
better society.
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2

So, that’s the first example.
The second example is the much publicized trend of allowing “transgender” individuals to decide which
bathroom they prefer to use based on their gender preference at the moment. Although the intended motive
behind this push seems to be tolerance, the unintended consequence will be cultural chaos. How so?
Simple: if we allow an individual’s momentary preference to decide their sexual identity rather than biology,
then we open the door for anarchy.
Already there was a news report of an older man who entered the girl’s locker room of a local “Y” in the
city of Seattle. When the women complained about the uncomfortable presence of an older male in a girl’s
locker room, the authorities were called in. However, there was little the authorities could do once the man
simply appealed to the newly-enacted Seattle law that protects the rights of transgender individuals to use
whatever bathroom they desired. I believe this is just one example of many to follow.
But what about the application of this principle in other spheres of life? Listen to how one editorialist
responds:
If I (a white male) maintain that my self-concept is that of a black person (and Rachel
Donezal does so assert, for herself) and I tattoo myself black, head-to-foot, should our
culture accept me as a black man? If I apply to law school as African-American, should I be
given any preference that is allowed a minority applicant?
If I maintain that my entire being tells me I am not 54-years-old, but 75-years-old (in my
tastes and friendships and energy level), should I be entitled to receive Medicare? (Attorneys
I have asked have told me that case law related to transgender issues would make the
argument that I ought to be eligible for Medicare-valid.)
If a 25-year-old man maintains that his maturity level and sense of self make him a 13-yearold, should he be allowed to be involved sexually with “other 13-year-olds?”
Do you see the unintended chaos that will result from allowing personal preference rather than objective
biology and/or common sense to determine social benchmarks and sexual identity? Someone once quipped,
we, as a society, are now so open-minded our brains have fallen out. I am beginning to believe that is true.
Thus, the farther we drift from the age-old values of Scripture and the clear teachings of the Lord on matters
of behavior and morality, the more we will suffer the unintended consequences of confusion, chaos, STDs,
familial breakdown, sexual exploitation, and decline. Indeed, as the writer of Proverbs said so many
centuries ago,
“There is a way that seems right to a man, but the end therein leads to destruction.” (Proverbs 14:12).
Where are we headed?
							Pastor

Bob

Annual Congregational Meeting: May 22, 2016
Following the 10am worship service, the annual congregational meeting will be held
in the Fellowship Hall. All members are encouraged to attend and cast their vote for
the new slate of council members as well as other matters. Visitors and friends are
also welcome to join us. A sandwich potluck will be served.
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Preparing Your Heart For Worship
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It is very important that we take time to prepare our hearts to worship God before we set foot in the sanctuary
on Sunday morning. God made this clear amid the awesome circumstances of the giving of the law in Exodus
19. God called the people to prepare to come into His presence, or near His presence, but not actually onto the
mountain where He would speak to Moses. “Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Go to the people and consecrate
them today and tomorrow, and let them wash their clothes. And let them be ready for the third day. For on the
third day the LORD will come down upon Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people’” (Ex. 19:10–11). God wanted the people of Israel, before they came near to Him, to get ready to come near to Him, to prepare themselves
for an encounter with Him.
Our church service begins at 10:00 a.m. At 9:50 . . we begin the prelude. This is the signal for our people to
begin preparing for worship. By contrast, God gave Israel two days to prepare. He required them to be consecrated and to wash their clothes. These preparations were appropriate for what was about to happen. If I told my
congregation that in three days God was going to appear visibly and that He wanted them to wash their clothes
for the occasion, I am sure they would do it. It would seem to be an insignificant requirement for the awesome
privilege of standing in God’s physical presence.
Exodus 19:14 tells us that Moses did exactly as God commanded; He went down and sanctified the people. The
people also obeyed by washing their clothes. They took the time to prepare for worship. We should do the same
by reading God’s Word and praying for His assistance to worship Him rightly.
Part of our preparation for worship ought to be reminding ourselves of who God is—the holy, sovereign Lord.
Turning again to Exodus 19, we read in verse 16:
Then it came to pass on the third day, in the morning, that there were thunderings and lightnings,
and a thick cloud on the mountain; and the sound of the trumpet was very loud, so that all the
people who were in the camp trembled.
When the trumpet sounded and the moment arrived for the people of Israel to draw near to God, every person
in the camp trembled. Unfortunately, few people respond to God in worship like that anymore. Many have forgotten how to tremble before Him, for they do not regard Him as holy. How different their response would be
if they could see Him as He revealed Himself to the Israelites:
“And Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet with God, and they stood at the foot
of the mountain. Now, Mount Sinai was completely in smoke, because the LORD descended
upon it in fire. Its smoke ascended like the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mountain quaked
greatly. (Ex. 19:17-18)
Over and over again God invited the people, “Come near to Me.” But that invitation was balanced by what
God said following the deaths of Nadab and Abihu: “By those who come near Me, I must be regarded as holy.”
We are commanded by God to come into His presence—to come near to Him. Not only that, we may come
boldly into His presence, as Hebrews 4:16 makes clear. But there is a difference between coming boldly into
the presence of God and coming arrogantly. When we come boldly into His presence and draw near to Him,
we must always remember that we are to regard Him as holy.
We also must remember that we have no right to come into God’s presence on our own. No amount of preparation that we can do is enough to make us fit. It is only through Jesus’ work on the cross that we can approach
the throne of grace of the Father.
R.C. Sproul Ligonnier Ministries
Submitted by 2UC Worship Chair, Michael Strong.
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Did You Know . . . ?
Madelyn Vega writes:
The
beginning of Spring has been a
time of many blessings for Xavi and
mom Madelyn. Xavi was chosen as
a member of the HORTUS honor
society at University Gardens High
School where he attends, and
received the Academic Excellence
Award for his straight A’s! Also,
as Mom Madelyn celebrated her
birthday, the whole
family met in New
Jersey to join Dad.

Kris Adams has been
designated
a
National
Liaison between OEPF and
the American Optometric
Student
Association
to
help students at all of the
optometry schools in the United States, Canada,
and Puerto Rico advance optometry and change
lives! Kris will be doing her rotations for optometry
soon. One possible stint is
in Australia! Wow!
John & Evelyn Alberts are
on a grandchild tour up in
the States.
Marjorie Barreto made a
surprise visit to 2UC last
month as she is now living outside of Cincinatti,
Ohio. It was great to see her again.
Nicole Stowell just returned from a trip to Italy to
visit her mom.
Captain Amarilis Lebrón’s tennis team finished first
in their division and earned a berth in the sectionals
tournament? Congrats!
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Danny Rivera landed a new job in his chosen field.
Congrats Danny!!!
David & Kailie Benson and children will be
relocating this summer? David has become a
fixture at our Men’s Breakfast and has been a
faithful Sunday School teacher. We sure will miss
this wonderful family.
Cadiz Rodriquez will be back
soon and will be helping to head
up our VBS program.

Rashel Krankovich will also
be visiting in early June and
will be bringing along a
very important friend.
Carlos & Myra Chipi are on
a 10-day trip to northern Spain.
Rob Grosek is celebrating
Villanova’s upset victory in the
NCAA March Madness. Since
he sent his dear daughter, Claire,
there, he has a lot invested in that
institution;-)
Dell and Lynn
McCarley have just
returned from their
whirlwind trip to
Italy.
Dennis Gonzalez
is not our only race
car driver as our sound expert, Juan Navarro, races
here in Puerto Rico.
Susan & Hector Pages write....we are all well.
Working, playing & enjoying grandparenthood.
Our grandson is 18 months old now & is in
Charleston with his mom &
dad. Our daughter Danielle
moved to New Jersey 2 months
ago where she is working and
loving life. Our 36th wedding
anniversary is approaching.
To celebrate, we’ll head to
Sedona, AZ for about 10 days.
We miss all of our friends at
2UC, hope everyone is well!
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Did You Know . . . ?
Javier & Humbelina Rodriguez just
returned from an adventurous trip
to Machu Pichu, Peru. Together
they trekked up the mountain to the
famous Incan ruins. Wow, what an
accomplishment!!!
Livia Roman is back from New
York. Welcome home Livia!!!
Tom and Patricia Engfer just
returned from a trip around the
world stopping in Tokyo, Hong
Kong, Singapore, Dubai and Paris
(to name a few!).
Nicole Deliz’s mom, Angelica,
has come back from Germany and
is attending 2UC.
The Spivaks will be back soon to spend some time
in PR as there house project up north has suffered
a bit of a delay.
Brian & Andre Tester recently
joined Brian’s dad in Houston,
TX where all three generations
watched what is arguably the
greatest NCAA championship
game ever. Wow, what a coup!
Amarilis Gonzalez has been a great help to the
backpack program. Thanks Amarilis!
Jennifer Ramos and Alejandro hosted a
housewarming party as they have just moved into
her own apartment. Congratulations!
Even though the Zika virus is a menace, it has one
silver lining: it has made it possible for David and
Laurie Yost to make some periodic visits back here
in PR. We are all soooooo glad to see them.
Christie Zoba and her son, Rob Valdes, drove a
Uhaul filled with Rob’s belongings from Chicago
to his new apartment in
Arlington, Virginia.
Rob
continues to work with the
Advisory Board Company
in D.C.
Ksenia Jonin was a part
of the Robinson School
team that won the Futsal
championship!
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Luis Alberto Rivera and
“Risorgimento”,
the
mosaic masterpeice that
hangs in our sanctuary
was recently featured
in a nationwide Mosaic
Journal, Groutline. To
access this issue of
Groutline, visit
http://www.americanmosaics.

o r g / p d f f i l e s /
GroutlineSpring2016.pdf.

El Atelier del Mosaico,
the mosaic workshop and school of Luis Alberto Rivera,
is now offering half-day workshops during which you can
create a keepsake mosaic of ‘una puerta de San Juan.”
What a great way to spend an afternoon! We are hoping
to convince Luis Alberto to offer a similar workshop at
Second Union!
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Women’s Ministry Praise & Prayer Breakfast
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The women of 2UC gathered together on Saturday morning to
share a delicious brunch, sing songs, and share in prayer and
fellowship. We were blessed to have Anne Snow, the Young Life
San Juan director, give us a compelling message about her choice
to follow Jesus and move to Puerto Rico to head up this valuable
ministry. It was a very moving and inspiring testimony to see the
way that the Lord is at work in lives for His kingdom.
We also had a mini-workshop on the anointing oils used in the
Bible. Thanks to Colleen and Dely for their work in putting together a program that was very interesting and informative.
Of course, this wouldn’t have been possible without Anita Rodriguez’ leadership and artistic gifts as she did a great job coordinating the morning’s
program, breakfast and decorating the Fellowship Hall.

I Know What I Like!
Me encanta Puerto Rico! I love New York! An I l-o-o-o-o-ve mango frappes (yummy!)!
But I REALLY love the Great Masters of the art world! This passion for the Great
Masters has taken me to do a little bit of travel to places like Madrid, Rome,
Moscow, Copenhagen, Paris, Ponce, Venice, etc.
You may think that I am about to go off into complicated explanations of color
and technique. Au contraire, mes enfants, my passion for art began with a book
I read in my teens which made me dream that if I could only get to Florence and see
Michaelangelo’s sculptures. I would die happy! As I’m sure you all have discovered,
getting Florence only whetted my appetite, and I just wanted to see more and more,
again, and again.
And then I discovered Rembrandt, and fell in love with his elegant, suffering subjects,
wrinkles, warts and all. I also discovered Turner, and was overwhelmed by his glorious
sunsets, by the fierceness of his storms at sea. And who is not touched by Renoir’s
beautiful, rosy-cheeked children?
I cannot give you an explanation for Turner’s technique. I just know what I like!
						Sylvia O’Connor

Men’s Ministry Breakfast
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On Saturday Apr. 21, a prayer breakfast was hosted by the Men’s Ministry. The reason behind this event was to
establish goals for the remainder of this year. The discussion was lively and productive. The men were asked
to contribute ideas which we could work on together as a group in order to advance Christ’s kingdom in P.R.
Two main ideas were put forth.
#1 Try to establish a ministry to bring tourist from the hotels in Condado and Isla Verde. To this
end Chris Strong and Von DeLoatch agreed to produce a workable time table and frame work to
bring this into reality. First we will print a flyer with all the necessary information to be distributed to the hotel concierges. This brochure will inform people of the time and location of our
Sunday service. It will also provide a telephone number which can be used to make an appointment to be picked up and driven to 2UC. Vital to this program will be the establishment of a
group of men who will be available to provide transportation to our new friends. To this end I
ask anyone interested in helping us to let Joe Calcolli know of your good intentions.
#2 We also discussed the idea of bringing under-privileged children to local sporting events.
Mike Strong and Ramon Chinea agreed to research this and report to us at our next breakfast
May 21.
Please consider these two projects with an open Christian heart and help us to do the work of Christ.
Keep the date of our next breakfast open and remember your ideas and help are needed to change ideas into
reality. The choice is up to you. Think about it.
Brother Joe Calcolli

Sharing Our Stories

Debbie Garcia writes: Today (April 25) is officially the 7th month after Carlos Garcia de la Noceda’s daughter Carol had a very serious car accident in which her neck
was fractured, spine compressed, left hand broken and the centrifuge effect of the
accident caused large gaping wounds to open up on the back of her thighs.
Her car was hit from behind and pushed into ongoing traffic and then hit head-on
by another car. She had many operations, doctor’s visits, physical therapy sessions
and it has been a long healing process. For months we did not know if she would
ever be able to walk again.
After the accident we asked for prayers and our brothers and sisters at 2UC prayed without ceasing. In January
Carol was able to return to work; still wearing her cervical collar. But there is more to tell.
This testimony is that today the doctor discharged her from medical care. There are a few things she still has
to do but she is now able to lead a normal life. Last week 8 family members were able to vacation in Disney
with part of the settlement she received. We praise God because He still performs miracles!!!
Those at 2UC will always be our church family and we are so thankful to everyone for the many prayers, never
ending support and encouragement. In our darkest moments when we could pray no more, you prayed for us.
In lighter moments, you partnered with us to petition for Divine intervention. God heard all of us, grew Carol’s
relationship with Him and we can say, without a doubt, that this is truly a modern miracle! Thank you all!
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VBS 2016: Volunteer Opportunities

Welcome to Egypt: Joseph’s Journey from Prison to Palace!
In just a few short months, our church will be filled with the aromas, sights, and sounds of kids
participating in fun discovery activities at a special Holy Land Adventure—in Egypt! Kids will
worship God with songs and prayer, create unique craft projects, and discover God’s powerful
love in exciting and memorable ways. They will experience what it was like to live in the land of
the Pharaohs and why it’s important to know the one true God!
To have the best adventure possible, we need lots of volunteers who can share time, energy,
and love with the kids who attend. Below are some great ways you can help make this program
a success. Will you please check out the following list…then pray about where God might use
you? Together, we can step back in time—and bring ancient Egypt to life at Second Union
Church.
Celebration Leader: Help kids and adults transition from “modern day” to “Bible times” as you
lead everyone in songs at Egypt. You’ll have a blast learning—and teaching—the music and
motions of these Holy Land Adventure songs!
Pyramid Playground Leader: Lead fun activities as you help kids and adults discover games
that kids might have played in ancient Egypt.
Shopkeepers: In the Marketplace Shops, you’ll guide Egyptian Families (small groups of kids
and leaders) in making unique, hands-on craft projects. Take care of animals in the Animal
Courtyard. Or be a Food Shop proprietor and send the smells of fresh pomegranates, dried fruit,
and warm bread wafting throughout the Marketplace! In your role as a merchant, you’ll listen to
kids and adults talk about their discoveries about God in ancient Egypt.
Egyptian Family Leaders: An easy-to-follow leader manual and Family Time Teaching Kit help
you lead a Family of approximately 10 people. You’ll share in meaningful traditions and rituals—
and build relationships! Together you and your Family will experience…
• Celebration worship
• Family Time (small group time)
• Marketplace shops (crafts, food, and a special mission project)
• visits with Joseph
• Pyramid Playground (fun games)
• outreach
• storytelling
• …and lots of celebrating!
Other Positions: Still don’t see something that interests you? We’re also looking for a…
• Registration Team,
• Decorating Team,
• Photographer,
• Publicity Coordinator, and
• Supply Coordinator.
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VBS 2016: You have to experience it!
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Step back in time—to see what life was like in ancient Egypt.

Just imagine…
• Exploring authentic traditions,
• Building strong relationships with other family members,
• Trying new crafts and games,
• Smelling and tasting new foods, and
• Learning from Joseph what it was like to use an important gift God gave him.
Everything…from the music to the costumes to the Marketplace crafts…absolutely everything has the look,
feel, and flavors inspired by ancient Egypt.
This summer, let’s bring that same wonder and excitement to our church! Be a part of the vacation Bible
school at Second Union Church during June 6-11,2016. It’s our goal to reach 60 kids with this program.
That’s 60 kids who will grow in their relationship with God!
We’re praying that this awesome VBS program will touch children’s hearts and lives with his love. Join in the
mission of helping kids in our community discover that
• God gives us hope.
• God gives us special abilities.
• God gives us wisdom.
• God gives us forgiveness.
• God gives us a family.
As we plan and prepare for Egypt VBS, our team cherishes your prayers. Will you pray that God grants us
wisdom in planning? Please pray for the right staff members to join our team. And also pray that God begins
working in the hearts of the children who will visit exciting ancient Egypt!
Watch for more information about this exciting ministry event!
Online Registration for Volunteers & kids: https://www.groupvbspro.com/vbs/hl/2UCEgyptvbs2016
www.secondunion.org
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Sunrise Service & Easter Brunch

The rain and dreary skies did nothing to dampen
the spirits of those attending this year’s Easter
Sunrise service at El Morro. What a blessing to
see so many faithful followers from
many island churches gather to
worship and p raise the risen Christ
in spite of the weather!
Between the sunrise service and our
10am worship service, the Fellowship
committee treated the congregation to
a delicious brunch. Irma Torres, our
Fellowship Chair writes, “I think the
brunch was a total blessing. I want to
thank everyone that helped out and
everyone that was generous with the provision of food!”

The Outreach Gala
On Saturday, April 30, Don Julio Rivera and the Outreach
Committee celebrated the organizations that are sponsored by
Second Union Church with this special annual commemorative
activity.
The organizations were treated to wonderful music, featuring
Von deLoatch, as they received the funding provided by the
church to bless
them in their
respective ministries.
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Backpack Program
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Tutoring
The school year is almost over and we only have two more Wednesday afternoon
tutoring sessions left! Many, many thanks and congratulations to our tutors who have
faithfully shown up and made a difference in the lives of these students.
It’s been a blessing to see the students progress in their
study skills, their behavior and their academic success.
The regular participants in this program include: Ezequiel,
Aneishka, Derek, Sabrina, Ariana, Pedro, Raúl, Luis, Meralisse, Juan, Joshua, Onix and Uva. Our tutors include:
Loraine, Janie, Yoly, Caco, Brenda (our faithful five!), Javier, Grecia, Diego, Colleen and Maria Gabriela.
The tutoring program will resume in August. We are always
looking for tutors who can commit two hours of their week on Wednesday afternoons
from 2:45pm - 4:45pm.- it is optimal if we have a one to one ratio! Please take time
this summer to pray about this way of serving the community. We tutor students from
1st through fifth grade. If you felt called to serve in this way, please see Christie or
Loraine.
Food
We still are in need of nutritious food for the Backpack Program. We are grateful for
the donations we receive each month from the Banco de
Alimentos (Food Bank of PR); however, as they can only
provide what they receive, we often are short on protein and
other nutritious food such as canned tuna, canned chicken, beans, vienna sausages, canned pasta and sauce (Chef
Boyardee), canned fruit or vegetables, macaroni and cheese,
corned beef, etc. We are so grateful to those who have
donated to the program including Brenda Ferrer, Kris & Tim Adams, Ivelisse Torres,
David & Laurie Yost, Humbelina & Javier Treviño, Janie DeLoatch among many
others! Of coure we are also so grateful to the Lord for the blessing of fresh fruit and
vegetables from our dear friend, Yoav Cohen. It is always such a blessing to walk into
the backpack room and find bags of food on the table!
A special thanks to Carlos Chipi for the donation of a
filing cabinet!
Prayer Pals
Even though the school year ends, the program continues 52 weeks a year - and this includes the Prayer Pal
program! Please keep praying for your students during
the final month of school and throughout the summer.
Humbelina has done a great job reminding you of your
student’s birthday, and we really appreciate those of you who have provided a card
and/or gift. There are a lot of summer birthdays!
“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me. Matthew 25:40
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War Room
I’m not sure how many of you have the privilege of seeing
the movie, “War Room” featuring Priscilla Shirer,. For me it
was a movie I will not forget. It has inspired many, including
myself, to dedicate a space to prayer hence the title, a ‘war’
room. Immediately after seeing the movie I had every intention of setting up a war room in my home, but the ‘tyranny
of the urgent” stood in the way. The Holy Spirit has been
quietly convicting me of the need to take my prayer life up
a notch, and after encouragement from Loraine, I decided to
act upon this conviction. A few weeks ago, I set up a small
bulletin board in the corner of my bedroom. I began writing
down names of people I feel called to pray about and situations which have arrived that require prayer. It began with
just a few sheets of paper and post-it notes, but each day as
I add new requests, the space grows as does my heart.

For me, this prayer ‘wall’ has become a tremendous source of blessing and comfort. In one small area, I
can quickly see those the Lord places upon my heart, and it blesses me to lift them up to the Lord.
		
If your name isn’t up there - it will be soon!!			
Blessings, Christie
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