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Garbage In: Garbage Out

Sunday Services
10:00 a.m.
Adult Sunday School

Many of us remember the old computer formula GI9:00am
GO, which stood for “Garbage In-Garbage Out”.  That is, if
you program your computer with garbage software (Garbage
Sunday School
In), don’t be surprised if you get garbage results (Garbage
PK-12
Out). This is a very logical formula which is understood by
10:30am
even the simplest of minds.  And yet, if that is true, which it
is, then why can’t our school administrators, educators, poliChoir Practice
ticians, and civic leaders understand this as well?  In other
Pastor Bob Zoba
9am & 11:30am
words, if we feed our kids garbage truths, then why are we
surprised when we get garbage results in terms of behavior,
Weekly Activities
speech, social mores, and violence on the level that we witnessed recently in
Ladies Bible Study
Newton, CT?  
Tuesdays 12-2
One of the biggest lies we are teaching our kids is that we are only
here by chance, that all of life is just an elaborate accident, and therefore, Small Group @ Rivera’s
there is no real meaning to human existence and certainly no transcendent
Tuesday 7pm
purpose to life.  Pop scientist, Carl Sagan, once stated that the earth is merely
“a lonely speck in the great enveloping cosmic dark.”  Nobel-prize-winningMen’s Breakfast
physicist Steven Weinberg, once declared that human existence is “pointless”
Wednesday 7am
or  “just a more-or-less farcical outcome of a chain of accidents.”  This cosmic
worldview is presently being communicated in our universities, high schools,
Women’s Study
Friday 7pm
and middle schools as gospel truth. The secularist view of life assumes that “if
it isn’t matter, then it doesn’t matter”. So, forget about God, theology, spiritualYouth Group
ity, or biblical ethics. Those subjects are off the table. Thus, is it any wonder
Friday 7pm
that so many of this generation are confused about their purpose in life, unsure
of their sexual identity, and void of any sense of universal, moral ethics? Life is
Prayer Service
just a farce after all, “full of sound and fury but signifying nothing”.
Thursday 6pm
That is what so many modern scientist would have us believe.
But what a strange departure from the most famous scientists in history as
leading thinkers such as Galileo, Kepler, Newton, and even Darwin and EinSecond Union Church
stein assumed that the universe had to have some intelligent designer behind
Ave.
Apolo esq. Mileto
it all.   Indeed, only a fool could believe that all of the amazingly complex
Guaynabo,
PR 00969
order that we discover in nature is simply there by chance.  Or, as Einstein
787-720-4423
once observed, “the most incomprehensible thing about the universe is that it
is comprehensible”.  In other words, if the universe came of random disorder, www.secondunion.org
then how do we explain all of the order is out there?  Or more to point, how
can we have any conscious understanding of it?
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Philip Gould writes, “in recent years…a small group of scientists and thinkers have decided to try a novel
approach combining science with theology….. The result has been the growing and increasingly influential “Intelligent Design” (ID) movement, a major project of the Seattle-based Discovery Institute which has
produced a 60-minute documentary film entitled “The Privileged Planet”.  This film asks if it is possible
that this immense, symphonic system of atoms, fields, forces, stars, galaxies, and people is the result of a
choice, a purpose or intention, rather than simply some inscrutable outworking of blind necessity or an
inexplicable accident? If so, then it’s surely possible that there could be evidence to suggest such a possibility of intelligent design. Perhaps we have been staring past . . . a signal revealing a universe so skillfully crafted for life and discovery that it seems to whisper of an extra-terrestrial intelligence immeasurably
more vast, more ancient, and more magnificent than anything we’ve been willing to expect or imagine?’
As Christians, we believe this is certainly plausible, logical, and Biblical. If you agree with that perspective, or would like to deepen your understanding of it, or would like to interest some of your skeptical
friends to reconsider that perspective, then please attend the upcoming presentation of this film at Second
Union Church on January 25th at 7pm.  David Deakin, or resident scientific inventor, will be presenting
this film and facilitating our discussion time thereafter.  We invite you to mark this on your calendar so
that you can expand your vision of the cosmos and deepen your faith in our Intelligent Designer.  
Blessings,
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Notice:  Semi-Annual
Congregational Meeting
January 27, 2013
Immediately After the Service

All are welcome to this meeting where we
will be approving the annual budget for
the 2013 fiscal year as well as attending
to other business.
If you are a member, your vote is very
valuable, so please come and be a part of
the body of the church.
We will be serving sandwiches and chips
for all.  If you’d like to contribute cookies,
brownies or juice, we would be grateful
to receive it.
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The Big Screen at 2UC
Movie Night
Friday, January 25th
7:00 p.m.

The Privileged Planet

Through stunning computer animation, interviews with leading scientists, and spectacular images of Earth
and the cosmos, The Privileged Planet explores a startling connection between our capacity to survive and
our ability to observe and understand the universe.  We now know that a rare and finely-tuned array of factors
makes Earth suitable for complex life.
Is this correlation merely a coincidence?   
Many scientists and philosophers have claimed that Earth is an ordinary speck of dust adrift, without purpose
or significance, in a vast cosmic sea.  Yet current astronomical evidence seems to suggest just the opposite.  
Does it point to a deeper truth about purpose and intelligent design within the cosmos?  Come join the discussion on this pertinent topic this Friday, January 25th.
The movie will begin promptly at 7pm.  The Fellowship Committee will be providing soft drinks and popcorn!  
Make this a family night, a date night, or just come on your own  - you won’t be disappointed!

Lenten Devotional
Our Second Union Church Lenten Devotional is in
the process of being compiled thanks to the dedication and generosity of John Alberts.  Each year a
devotional guide is prepared for the members and
friends of 2UC.  If you would be interested in contributing a short devotional message, contact John
and he will provide you with a Bible verse and
guidelines.
This year’s devotional passages will correspond to
the Bible verses we are reading as a group.  This is
sure to be a source of great encouragement and insight.  Look for your copy!
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Did You Know?
Lots of travel for George and Joan McMurray;  October wedding of George, Jr. and Andrea Roder in
San Francisco; December trips to Jacksonville, Fla.
and then Madison, Wisc., the latter for graduation of
history major Antonio Rengel   (grandson) from   U.
of Wisconsin.   In Madison  they experienced a real
winter storm with 16” of snow and below 0 temperatures.  Back to warm Puerto Rico on Christmas Day
and preparations for a 3-Kings’ Day visit from the
Rengel family--Robi, Patricia, Francisco, and Tony.  In
January 2013 our Bucare house is full of dirty sheets
and memories of  good times.
Alana Rodriguez Ramos was
born to happy parents Angela
and Cesar and brother Caleb?!  
Grandparents, Joe and Elilda
Ramos couldn’t be happier,
and we share with them in this
wonderful arrival!
Joe Calcolli writes: On Nov. 29, 2012 I broke my
hip.  I spent the entire holiday recovering from hip
replacement surgery.  I received the biggest and best
gift that  I could ever ask for. The gift of a full recovery. Thank you for your prayers and thoughts. I plan
to use my gift every day for the rest of my life to bring
glory to the name of the Lord.
Bill Stowell had a similar holiday experience as Joe
Calcolli, albeit with double pneumonia?  However,
Bill finally busted out of the hospital and was inducted as 2UC’s newest member on January 13th?  
Welcome aboard William!
John and Tina Woodruff write that they went skiing,
tobogganing, sleigh riding and had snow ball fights
over New Years in Vermont with their dear friends.
Sonlights in Puerto Rico, the English-speaking Emmaus Community, will hold a Women’s Walk to Emmaus, a 72 hour spiritual retreat, beginning Thursday evening May 2 through Sunday evening May 5,
2013?

Alfred Delbrey is one of the most popular professors at
InterAmerican University?
We have a new small group, Bible study going in
Condado?
David Deakin has a passion for combining science
and the Scriptures?  He has donated a number of great
videos on this theme and we will be showing one, The
Privileged Planet, on Friday, January 25th?
Edwin Perez, Von DeLoach, and Ricardo
Jusino served as our
Three Kings for our
Christmas Eve Service?  

Matt Golley is officially engaged
to Piper, Schoppe a childhood
sweetheart from Texas?  Congrats
Matt!
Bill Heffley continues to keep our
sound system working at peak performance?   (Thanks
Bill!)
Bill Heffley’s nephew, David, has successfully undergone a heart transplant in Illinois this week and so far
is doing well?  Praise God!  Please continue to pray for
David.
Brenda Gonzalez has had a couple of her news stories picked up
by the national news networks?
Omar Haedo still pops in and
joins the Men’s Breakfast?  He and
his growing family are enjoying
life in the greater Miami area.

A trip to Israel for the Second Union Church community is being planned for November?

Rashel Krankovich has completed her first semester at
Ohio University and hopes to come to PR and get warm
sometime soon?  Pray that she steers clear of Bambi on
those windy Ohio country roads!

Efraín (Pito) and Josseette Droz celebrate their 21st  
wedding anniversary on January 21st, 2013?   Congratulations you two!

Christopher and  Becky O’Meara made a visit to their
home state of Ohio recently?  They are enjoying their
new life in Virginia!  We miss you!

Our $23,000  November deficit was trimmed to surplus during the month of December thanks to the
generosity of 2UC and its many supporters?

Susan Pages is still working in the film industry in FL and
Hector makes a visit to PR at least once a month?
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Dennis and Amarilis Gonzalez
spent New Year’s Eve in Times
Square?   It was looking like they
might be stranded in Dayton, Ohio
for the celebration but the weather
cleared and they made it just in
time!  They were in a friend’s 18th
floor apartment overlooking the
festivites and descended to mingle
with the crowds in time to see the
ball drop!

On Thursday, January 17th 82 people attended the first
session of Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University
at 2UC?  This is a wonderful Christian-based financial
planning program.  David Banderman and his wife Valerie Figueroa have done a fabulous job coordinating this
program. Thanks you two - what a team!

Dennis Gonzalez is enrolled in three classes at MIZPA Theological College, he’s planning to race his classic sports car
in 5-6 races in the States he’s taking an online course, he’s a
member/captain of 4 tennis league teams and he’s helping
organize the 2UC trip to Israel?  Wow!  All this is inaddition
to his career!  As he says, “God is in control!”

David & Lauire Yost hosted some 17 stateside relatives
over the holiday break and they all loved Puerto Rico?

Cherish Lexvold, one of our regular Children Sermons presenters, spent the holiday in Rockford, Illinois?
Rob Valdés (a.k.a. Robbie!) is in Italy for a month-long course
on history and architecture?    He writes that he can successfully order a pizza in Italian!
Robert Ramos was in town last week and stopped in to chat
with Pastor Bob?  He reports that Ledys and the kids are doing great and that Gaby is in the final round of Las Voces!
Anna McGuire & hubbie Don Jondrow visited 2UC from the
great state of Texas?
Yvette Valdés-Smith (Christie Zoba’s step-daughter)   and husband
Jake are expecting their first child
at the end of May!  They couldn’t
be happier, nor could Christie!
Daryle & Kim Parker are back from
China and visited 2UC to give us
an update of their ministry in Harbin, China?
Edwin Perez will be taking 250 of his employees to Paris,
France this year for a conference?  
Stanely Pinkerton spends endless hours crunching numbers
so that are finances balance out?  (Thanks Stan!)
Joe Ramos will be presenting his study of the Trinity to the
Men’s Breakfast this week?
Edith Perez and our Sunday School program organized a Jibarito Christmas presentation this year that featured all of
our Sunday School kids?  Que precioso!

Almost $1,600 was received at our Christmas Eve Service?  Don Julio and Outreach donated this to La Posada
de Victoria and the Basta Ya movement to end violence?  

Jeff & Joanne Cherok organized our first ever prayer walk
through our neighborhood and almost 30 people participated in prayer, paranda, and testimony to our neighbors?
Luis Alberto Rivera has completed his mosaic masterpiece which will soon be unveiled at the new facility of
Puerto Rico Supply?   This will become a new national
treasure of PR.
Ronald Roman Melendez is graduated from Concordia
University in Chicago in December with a degree in
Theater?   He had the leading role in two productions
earlier this year - “Julius Caesar” and “In The Soundless
Awe” and just finished the role of Mercutio in “Romeo
and Juliet.”  Proud papas Eva & David and even prouder
grandma Sylvia attended the graduation in Chicago in
mid-December (brrrr!).   His older brother Gabriel has
completed his Masters degree in Chemistry at the University of Michigan (Go Blue!) and is closing in on the
Ph.D.  God has blessed us GREATLY!!!
Second Union Church was blessed with a brilliant performance by the Carthage Gospel Messengers on Sunday, January 20? A group of 50 university students from
Carthage University in Wisconsin highlighted our worship service with lively music.  It was a real treat!  
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Did You Know?
Irma Lallave, Rosa Trinidad, Paloma Del Llano (de Aymat!)
and Mabel Valera arrived at church at 8am and pepared
a wonderful Puerto Rican meal of Chicken Fricassée, rice,
salad and dessert for the performers?  Thanks or your dedication and sacrifice.  The Outreach committee was also
treated to a meal - good things come to those who wait!  
Delicious!

Freddy Becker put his talents to work for the church by refinishing the serving table in the Fellowship Hall and adding wheels to make it easier to move around?   We can’t
thank you enough, it looks fabulous!  Freddy was also seen
painting the chain which partitions off the parking area - we
really appreciate your attention to detail and your willingness to serve! (Freddy is in the picture above helping out on
Sunday morning!
Thelma Rivera gets the award for the most determined flower arranger in the world?  In a valiant effort to reach some
foliage behind the Lallave home, Thelma lost her footing
and fell on a steep hill.  Fortunately she was fine.  She created some beautiful arrangements for the Sanctuary and
centerpieces for the Fellowship Hall with those hard-won
greenery!  Thanks to Irma Lallave for being there to save her
and for always providing such beautiful flowers!
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Couples’ Ministry
The Couples’ Ministry met for a night of fellowship and great food at East Asian Bistro in
Guaynabo on Friday, January 18th?  We had a
great time sharing and getting to know one another.  

Don’t miss the upcoming Valentine’s activity.  
Rumor has it that Chef José Aymat will be teaching the men to make a special Valentine’s meal
for their sweethearts!   Ladies, encourage your
husbands to be a part of this event, you’ll be glad
you did.

Tuesday Ladies’
Lunchtime Bible Study
Join the women of 2UC as we have just begun a
new Bible study.  We are reading and discussing
the book, “Prodigal God”, by Timothy Keller.  We
meet at noon and share a meal.  Please join us,
all are welcome.

Tuesday Evening Bible Study
We will begin our Bible study group this Tuesday,
January 22nd at 7:00pm at Luis Alberto and Lorraine Rivera’s home in San Francisco.  We will be
studying the book of Acts and the only requirement for all is that you read the first chapter, take
notes, share and be on time if possible. Contact
the church for directions.
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During the beginning of the Christmas season our children and teachers were involved in many activities.
First the children had a special “Big Sunday” where they were given an explanation on the meaning of
Advent along with a special Craft for them to take home and share with their families.
On Sunday, December 16 our Sunday  
School children presented as a gift to our
congregation their own version of “EL Villancico Yaucano”. The children dressed
in typical “Jibarito” costumes and did
their interpretation of the typical and
very popular villancico as it was sung
by an invited child singer brought by our
own Luis Tirado from the Conservatorio
de Musica. All of our children ages 3 to
11 participated.
On Friday January 4 we celebrated our
traditional “Happy Birthday Jesus” with
all of our Sunday School Children. Children were treated to games, crafts,
snacks, cupcakes, popcorn, pizza and a Jumping Castle. Goodie bags were also given to remember a fun
night celebrating the true meaning of Christmas!
A big thanks to all of our Sunday School teachers!  Without you, we couldn’t have such a wonderful Christian Education program for our children.  We are grateful for your time, effort and love for all of the children
who attend Sunday School!

From Our Daily Bread

You’re Necessary!

The story has been told about a conductor who was rehearsing his orchestra. The organ was giving a beautiful
melody, the drums were thundering, the trumpets were blaring, and the violins were singing beautifully. But
the conductor noticed something missing—the piccolo. The piccolo player had gotten distracted and hoped his
instrument wouldn’t be missed. The conductor reminded him: “Each one of us is necessary.”
This was essentially the same message Paul communicated to the Corinthian believers in his first letter to them
(12:4-7). Every Christian plays an important role in the body of Christ. Paul gave a list of gifts of the Spirit and
compared their use to the functioning of the various parts of the human body for the good of the whole (vv.810). The Corinthian believers may have had different cultural backgrounds, gifts, and personalities, but they
were filled with the same Spirit and belonged to the same body of Christ. Paul made special mention of the
parts of the body that were weak and obscure, and taught that all believers play a necessary and significant role.
No one part was more necessary than any other.
Remember, Jesus has given you a significant part to play and will use you to build up His people.
As a member of the body of Christ, you are a necessary part of the whole!
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In Fond Memory of Marina
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We are all devastated by the sudden loss of our dear sister in Christ, Marina
McCormack. She was a dear friend to so many and she had such a servant’s
heart.  She and her husband, Eduardo, and their children, Daniel, Andrés, and
Natalia have attended Second Union Church for the past twelve years.  Marina
contributed to our church family in so many ways.  She was a constant and active member of the Women’s Guild and Women’s Ministries team, she faithfully
attended Sunday services and the Women’s Bible studies.  She served on the
church council, she has been an active part of our flower ministry, she provided
home-baked meals to people returning from hospital stays, she sang so many
times during worship service, she was the unparalleled VBS snack coordinator,
she crafted for hours and hours for our Christmas Bazaar where she also served
faithfully and provided countless baked goodies.   She was a member of the
Emmaus Community, The list goes on and on.  She
was a treasure to Second Union, and it will not be
the same without her.
There are several words that people use frequently to describe Marina’s character, she was wise, she was generous and she always put others first.  She
was a true servant. She loved to give and to share and to support those around
her.  She opened her house to many and was quick to offer provision to any
who might be in need.  She was the pillar of her family and an example to
us all.  Above all, Marina loved Jesus, and there is no doubt that she is in His
arms.  Our heartfelt condolences go out to her husband, Eduardo and to her
three children: Daniel, Andrés and Natalia.  May we provide
comfort and support
and encouragement to
you.
We miss you, Marina!
We love you!  
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A special note from Christie Zoba:
Marina was my dear, dear, friend, and there aren’t words enough to express how much I am missing her.  I struggle knowing that I can’t pick up
the phone and call her for advice or just to chat.  Her name is on almost
all of my email lists and I hate the thought of not being able to listen to
her stories and anecdotes around the BIble study tables.  She had such a
great way of explaining Biblical truths to everyone, and she was so happy
to share her perspective with someone who was seeking guidance.  She
loved giving gifts, and she was always so careful to choose just the right
something she knew you’d love. Any of you that have been a part of the Emmaus Community know that she
was the best giver of Agape gifts ever!  She went to such lengths to come up with something to please everyone.  If you were ever in need of meals, you can be sure that Marina provided some.  But our relationship was
even more special, because we shared so much together. We met regularly for lunch, and Bob and I shared
many meals with she and Eduardo.  I was blessed to know how much she loved her children - in their accomplishments and in their challenges.  She was such a supportive and unconditionally loving wife and mother.  
She prayed fervently for them - as well as for her sisters and brother, her parents and for Eduardo’s family.  Of
course, her constant prayer was for her children and for them to know Jesus with the assurance that she and
Eduardo knew.
I met Marina fourteen years ago when I was invited to participate in a
Bible study in a woman’s home.  This was a God-incidence, because
I didn’t know any of the women as they didn’t attend Second Union
Church at the time.  But we formed an incredible bond which ties that
cannot be broken - even by death - because the glue that held our relationships together was Jesus Christ.  I know I write on behalf of the others who formed this special bond: Irma Candia, Karan Castells, Marjorie
Vernon, and Teresa Truesdale.  She inspired us by her love for Jesus and
her commitment to that which she knew to be true.  One of her favorite
verses was 2nd Timothy 1:12 “for I know whom I have believed and am
persuaded that He is able to keep what I have committed to Him until
that Day.”    
I am confident that Marina is in the arms of our Savior, and as sad as I am that she is no longer physically here to
share with, I know that she is a prayer away.  
And I am persuaded that our friendship
which was born in Christ will never die.  
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2UC November in Israel
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If a trip to the Holy Land is something you have dreamed of doing, now is
the time to make that dream a reality.  A group from Second Union Church
will be traveling to Israel in the first part of November for a 14-day expertlyguided trip which promises to be unforgettable.  If you are interested in this
amazing opportunity you must make a $300 deposit by January 31st.  Information concerning the trip is below.  For any additional questions, please see
Pastor Bob or Dennis Gonzalez.
*Approximate date: November 5th - 19th, 2013
*Approximate cost land portion: $2,600 per person
*Approximate cost air portion: $1,300 per person
Some of the sites we plan to see pending the final itinerary:

•Cesarea- Herod’s castle ,roman aqueduct and port
Haifa- gardens of Baha’i
•Megiddo- hill of Armageddon mentioned in the Revelation as the place of the final battle
•Mount and church of the Sermon of the Beatitudes
•Sea of Galilee cross by boat
•Capernaum- where Jesus’ ministry was centered and
home to Simon Peter
•Mount of the Transfiguration (Mount Tabor)
•Cana- where Jesus’ first miracle was performed
•Jordan River- where Jesus and many others were baptized
•Qumran- where the Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered
•Jericho- where the Israelites entered into the Promised
Land
•Mount of the Temptations- where Satan tempted Jesus
•Scopes Mountain- for a beautiful view of Jerusalem
•Dome of the Rock- where Abraham was going to sacrifice Isaac, location of Herod’s temple and now sacred
Moslem temple. The third most holy site of Islam after
Mecca and Medina
•Western wall & tunnel
•Via Dolorosa- Jesus’ walk to his crucifixion
•Bethesda Pool- where Jesus helped the paralytic man

•Golgotha- where Jesus was crucified
•Christ’s tomb- rock excavation where Jesus was lain
•Masada National Park
Herod’s impenetrable castle where the last Israelites battled 10,000 Roman soldiers to the death. Cable car takes
you up.
•Dead Sea- lowest point on earth. Water is super salty
where no one can drown. Great mineral treatments.
•Gethsemane- Area where Jesus sweated blood awaiting
his final hours
•Last Supper room- where it is believed that Jesus had the
Last Supper with his apostles
•Akel Doma- field of blood where Judas died
•Caiaphas’ house- where Jesus was taken after his arrest
•Dungeon- where Jesus was incarcerated
•Yad Vashem Holocaust museum- moving tribute to the 6
million Jews that died in the Holocaust
•Israel Museum- a scale model of Jerusalem at the time of
Jesus of approx. 100 feet by 100 feet
•Church of the Nativity- oldest church of continuous use
in the world.  Believed to be where Christ was born.
•Jerusalem Archaelogical Park- Temple Mount excavations
•Archives of Holocaust victims

Additional Details:
We will be staying in hotels in various areas of Israel in Galilee and Jerusalem. We will be traveling
by private bus to all the sites.
We will have a bus driver and a local English-speaking guide that will accompany us to the sites.
Pastor Bob will explain the theological Christian importance and will relate the site to the Biblical
verses.
We will have a number of pre-trip reunions to explain the route and relate to the Biblical
importance
We will need a deposit of $300 and passport to start the visa process
Dates for future reunions will be informed for all that wish to attend

