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RESURRECTION RESULTS

Sunday Services
10:00 a.m.
Adult Sunday School
9:00am

Martin Luther King used to tell the story of Sister
Pollard, a seventy-year-old, African-American woman
who lived in Montgomery, Alabama during the now famous bus boycott. One day, after walking significant
distances daily for several months, Sister Pollard was
Pastor Bob Zoba
asked if she wanted a ride. When she answered, “No,”
the person responded, “But aren’t you tired?” To which
Sister Pollard answered, “My feets is tired, but my soul is rested.”
That’s a good word for this season of Resurrection as there are
many times in life when we feel run down, worn out, out of gas, and
physically unable to keep on keep’n on.   Certainly, that must have been
how the disciples felt during that dark period from Good Friday to Resurrection Sunday.  They no doubt felt discouraged, defeated, tired, and
ready to give up.  Their hopes had been dashed, their aspirations had
been blunted, and their hero had been crushed.  And it is clear from the
Gospel accounts that despite Jesus’ repeated predictions of his resurrection, the disciples had no real hope of it every happening.  Indeed, the
women went to the tomb that first Resurrection Sunday to more carefully
embalm the body in preservative spices, not give testimony to an empty
tomb.  Thus, they were shocked by the tidings of the angels who told
them, “He is not here; He is risen.”  Likewise, the disciples were incredulous when the women informed them of the great news of Jesus resurrection.  Peter and John had to run to the tomb to see for themselves.  And
even after Jesus’ first appearance in the upper room, Thomas, who was
absent, refused to believe that Jesus was alive based on their testimony
alone.  However, once the news was confirmed, the reality of the resurrection had a transforming effect upon the disciples.  Peter, who denied
Christ three times, was emboldened to preach to thousands and to risk
his very life for the Gospel message, as were the others.  

Sunday School
PK-12
10:30am
Choir Practice
9am & 11:30am

Weekly Activities
Ladies Bible Study
Tuesdays 12-2
Small Group @ Rivera’s
Tuesday 7pm
Men’s Breakfast
Wednesday 7am
Women’s Study
Friday 7pm
Youth Group
Friday 7pm
Prayer Service
Thursday 6pm

Second Union Church
Ave. Apolo esq. Mileto
Guaynabo, PR 00969
787-720-4423
secondunion.org

Rev. Robert Zoba
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And thus, the reality of the resurrection is one of the great secrets of the Christian life.  Indeed, life my wear us down, oppression may surround us, injustice may ground us down, and our
“feets” may be tired, but our souls are rested and revived.  I pray that will be your experience in this
resurrection season as you are reminded of the reality of the resurrection, the power of its message,
the inextinguishable hope that it provides each believer who embraces its truth.  
He is risen!  He is risen indeed!!!
Blessings!
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“I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me,
though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and
believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?”
John 11:25-26

We’ve been working on getting the
web site back up for months, and
finally we have launched the new
site. In addition to general information about the church, the calendar,
and the activities offered, we are also posting Pastor Bob’s sermons in an MP3 format.
The web is a powerful tool for reaching our community for Christ. If you can think of ways we can take advantage of this presence, your input will be greatly appreciated. Contact Christie Zoba.
We want to thank Don Marx, who provided our web site for so many years - we are so grateful for his contribution. We’d also like to thank Dalan Decker, who helped us get the new site up and running. God has really
blessed us with talented individuals who are generous with their gifts.

Vacation Bible School

Come and Join the fun at this year’s
VBS at Second Union Church!
Volunteers needed !!

Games, Crafts, songs,
Bible stories and snacks for ages 4 to 10!
Date: June 3 -7, 2013
Time: 9:00a.m. to 12:00p.m
Register online: www.groupvbspro.com/vbs/hl/secondunion
For more information contact Edith at: edith.perezsuvbs@gmail.com
youth and adult volunteers....to do crafts especially and to help with snacks
and leading children
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AJ, Amber, Cadiz, Sarah and Alisha participated and
completed this year’s Camp Niko at the YWAM camp
in Juncos!   (Way to go guys we are very proud of
you!)
Sebastian Droz won his 2nd
football championship with
the Baldrich Falcons B Division!  And sister Sofia finished
her first quarter with a 4.0  
GPA! Congrats to all!!!
  
Gwendolyn O’Garro Chalwell
writes: I am now located in Naguabo PR.   In December I was awarded the position of Postmaster of
Naguabo Post Office and I relocated here in order for
the travel to be much easier.  Also in August of 2012,
I married Kerry Chalwell. ( I would say I am moving
in the right direction.)  I am now the grandmother of
two beautiful children that my daughter De’Sharah
had this past year.  
Chaplain Jesse Sargent writes: Since
Easter came in March this year I am
here in PR, but usually I am with
my daughter and her family in Albuquerque, New Mexico, and we
celebrate Easter together. This year
I will be going to New Mexico in
April to celebrate my 70th birthday.

Joe Calcolli has proven time and
time again that you can’t keep a
good man down as he has bounced
back from another major setback,
this time a series of strokes.   But
Joe is still kick’n and is an inspiration to us all.

Mayra Chipi is our local indicator of
the real estate market as she is happy
to report that she is selling houses
again.  Praise the Lord!

Lizza Corretjer is the dentist of Eduardo McCormack
and Pastor Bob?  
Jose Aymat & wife, Paloma
Del Llano are two professional chefs who have been
blessing our Sunday Cafés
with their outstanding cuisine.  One Sunday was Asian
and the second French.  Little
Raúl is their faithful advisor.
And they did an excellent job
with the children’s sermon on
Palm Sunday?!

   Mabel & Ramon Chinea
recently celebrated their
wedding anniversary at
On the Border?  

Natalia McCormack was the star of the Baldwin
School musical, Hairspray?   She played the role of
Tracy, and this girl can sing, dance, and act.   She
literally stole the show.  Congrats, Natalia!

The Dave Ramsey Financial
Peace Unviersity Seminars
were successfully completed with many happy
graduates and a reduction
in $30,000 in debt!  Praise
the Lord!   (And thanks to
the Bandermans for all of
their good work.)
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Did You Know?
Julio Rivera does about 500 different
things every week for the ministry of
Second Union that most people are completely unaware of? Those of us that reap
the benefits of his work are sure grateful!
George & Joan McMurray
recently returned from their
annual trip to the Mayo
Clinic in Jacksonville, FL
where they got a clean bill
of health.  Praise the Lord!!!
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The men of 2UC
were out in full
force last month
for a church fix
up day.   Thanks
to the able direction of Jan Gonzalez, our skilled
crew of individuals got a mountain of tasks
accomplished.  
Thanks, hombres!!!
The Woodruffs made a recent trip to Tina’s home
country, Canada?

Ambar Guzman recently celebrated
her 15th birthday at 2UC?

The 2UC tennis team (!) came in fourth place in the
national 7.0 mixed-doubles championship in Chattanooga last week?  The team is actually from the ARRAQ tennis club, but four of the team members attend
2UC:   Captain, Amarilis Lebrón, Dennis Gonzalez,
Pastor Bob and Christie Zoba!

Susan Pages is presently appearing in
a commercial on
national television
For Rado watches in which she appears
alongside famous tennis star and US
Open Champion,  Andy Murray?

There’s a rumor that the
Beckett family is planning a
visit to Puerto Rico soon?
Thelma Rivera hosted a
very successful flower arranging workshop and the
church was blessed the following  Sunday with an explosion of beautiful flowers?
Luis “El Presidente” Alberto Rivera has been teaching children with autism how to produce mosaics?  And he has
achieved some amazing results!   Great
work Luis Alberto!!!
Manuel Fernandez, son of Clarese McClendon is back in Puerto Rico and has
been at church for the last two Sundays!  
Welcome back.   Last week, he brought
his sister, Monica with him!   So great to
have them both in our midst!

Daniel McCormack is engaged to be married!!   He
and his bride-to-be, Naomi are visiting Eduardo and
Natlia this week along with Naomi’s son, Gavin, and
Naomi’s mom!   Marina, I know you’re rejoicing in
heaven over this wonderful news ;-) !
Lauren Candia, Ed and Irma’s daughter, is also engaged to be married?!  They’ve set a date in October
- and they will be married in Philadelphia and have a second reception in Houston!  Congratulations to
the Candias!
Christie Zoba is co-hosting a baby
shower for her step-daughter, Yvette
Valdés Smith in Manhattan in two
weeks!   Yvette and husband, Jake
are expecting a baby boy (their first)
on June 3rd!
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The Walk to Emmaus: Women’s Walk May 2-5
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Very little physical walking is involved in the Women’s Walk to Emmaus.  Instead,
you will find this to be an exercise in your journey with Christ as you yourself revisit
the story told in Luke 24.  You will break bread with Him each day and He will meet
you on the road exactly where you are in your spiritual walk.  The schedule is filled
with surprises, music, prayer, worship and more surprises.  You will hear five clergy
talks about GRACE as well as ten talks presented by individuals much like you, who
are Christ’s hands and feet in the world today.  
This is an invitation to have your heart set on fire as Jesus speaks to you throughout the three days you
dedicate to going deeper in the Word.  
The Women’s Walk #46 will be given from May 2-5, 2013 at Centro Capuchino in Trujillo Alto.  
Feel free to contact Brenda Ferrer or Debbie García de la Noceda if you have questions, would like a
brochure or an application to attend.
Blessings,
Debbie

The Women’s Praise & Prayer Breakfast
You show Your majesty
In every star that shines
And every time we breathe
Your glory, God, revealed
From distant galaxies
To here beneath our skin
You are higher than we ever could imagine
And closer than our eyes could ever see
You are...
Magnificent, You alone are holy
No one else as glorious as You
Magnificent, Jesus You are worthy
Who can shine as brightly as You do?
[Matt Redman, Magnificent]
On March 16th women of Second Union gathered to praise God and pray for each other.
These breakfasts are a time of sharing, encouraging and mentoring. We laugh, we cry, and we tell each other
how God is acting in our lives currently. It is a time of testimony.  It is heartening to watch these sisters lift
their voices in praise to God Almighty, Magnificent and Glorious.
Our topic that morning was how the way UP [to God] is down, down- on our knees, down- in serving others, down- in humility, before the throne of grace.  We took time to delve into God’s word, read scripture
that calls us to stop and reflect on Him and His ways, and resolve to pass on what we’ve learned to others
in tangible ways.
While Isaiah 55:8 says God’s ways are not our ways nor His thoughts our thoughts, we know that we can
have the mind of Christ and that all things are possible with His help.
Praise God with us because He ‘is higher than we ever could imagine and closer than our eyes could ever
see.’
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This is a new feature that we are starting so Second Union Church members and friends can get to know
our leadership team.  We’ve asked Luis Alberto Rivera, our Council Preisdent, to tell us a little bit about
himself and the impact Christ has had on his life and his calling.  - Your newsletter editor

Luis Alberto Rivera, Council President
I was born in the Bronx, NYC.  I am the second of seven children. My parents went
there like many other parents, looking for better opportunities.  Somewhat like what
is happening now but to different states. But sooner than later, my grandfather got
very sick and mom decided to come back along with all of us and take care of him
and Coamo became our home town.   I was six and did not speak Spanish when
we arrived.  My mother did not speak much English but somehow we were able to
communicate. Soon we were set in school and boy was that difficult for me. I didn’t
understand a word and at the end of every class, the only request from me to the
teachers was, “do we have homework? Could you right it up for me?” And my mom
would try to help as she was able.  But shortly after arrival, a most wonderful teacher
took pity on me and would stay after school and Saturdays to teach me reading and
writing.  She was successful and I will never forget her and always will be grateful.
Our family was brought up within the Roman Catholic Church and we were a church active family. I became
an altar boy and at the age of fourteen was accepted in Father Judge Mission Seminary in Monroe Virginia
to study and become a priest. The following three years were great.  I learned a lot about everything and
became very independent. But in our senior year we were to go back to our homes, finish high school in our
home school, graduate and rejoin the seminary in college.  Many things happened during those days. But
the most impacting event was the death of my father while I was 17 years of age.  All of a sudden, I became
the one somewhat responsible for attending to the finances of our home along with working in my father’s
business. I did graduate from high school but did not return to the seminary nor was able to go to college at
that moment.  But after a year or so, we were able to resolve numerous issues and I was able to begin my
college education.
The following years were typical, great times with friends, lots of studying and lots of working to keep ourselves above the waters.  During my second year I decided to move to the states and finish my college degree
off island and graduated as an architect in Kansas State University. Prior to my time in Kansas I had found the
most important person in my life Loraine whom I married in the early days of college while in Kansas.  From
that point on, Loraine and I walked together towards a commitment to be together the rest of our lives. So far
so good, 34 years into the making and looking forward to the future still.  Not long after that, even though we
were both good people and thought that we were Christians, the Lord began knocking on our door.  Numerous conversations took place with God sent messengers who patiently shared and explained the love of God
for us and the world.  Not in our time but in His time we were able to understand and accepted Him as Lord
and Savior of our lives.  Now we had a different road to walk on but supported by so many strong brothers
and sisters in the Lord.  Needless to say, we joined a church, bible study group and we fellowshipped as we
grew.   Finally, graduation came and we were back in Puerto Rico to start a new phase in our lives.  
As born again Christians, we were received by both of our families and many Roman Catholic acquaintances with a great awe in their faces.  But we stood firm and have continued to grow in Him steadily.  In our
learnings as we walk in Him, we have allowed the Lord to change us as He sees fit. We also understand that
we have a long ways to go, but in the meantime we have embraced the Lord’s concept of obedience, that
of Romans 5:19 “For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one
shall many be made righteous.”  We don’t’ see ourselves as any different than others but as we are molded
in Christ we pray that we are able to make a difference for others as we partake in God’s plan for this world.  
Our life is not so different than it has always been but our hearts have changed, changed for the better.  
In our walk with Christ, he has allowed us to serve Him in many ways. Since our arrival back to Puerto Rico,
the Lord has set so many mature Christian leadership before us who have fed us with the desire to make a
difference.  We want to be just “one in the crowd” so that we can be within and thus make a difference in
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the little things of our daily lives.  As tools, we have embraced in attitudes of “fellowship”, “caring”, “listening”,
“upholding”, “availability”, “learning”, “sharing”, “prayer” and “unconditional love” amongst others which we
can carry always within us in order to provide it at the moment of the need.  Like I shared before, we have a ways
to go, but we focused on what we can offer today and now.  
The Lord has blessed us with wonderful kids who already are kids no
more.  But each one of them, Armando, Sara and Daniel have come
to accept the Lord in their own time for which we are so grateful, for
as 3 John 1:4 says “I have no greater joy than to hear that my children
walk in truth.” This has been one of the greatest gifts given to us in our
walk with Him.  As a family, we love Second Union Church.  There we
have grown, shared and mourned while trying to walk humbly with
our God.  Our church family has impacted each one of us in so many
ways that can’t be counted. We see our church family as we see our
worldly family and thus look forward to the fellowship of believers at
every opportunity.
Second Union Church is very alive, busy and committed to all, a wonderful church and I never thought in my life that I would be requested
to become president of the Council.  That is such a big calling and I thought I was not worthy for such responsibility. But as I counseled with a few brothers and spent some time with Pastor Bob along with a commitment
to obedience and prayer, I soon accepted the role.  Today, I pray continually that my service will not derail from
God’s truth and that He may use me as He is able with all my challenges, shortcomings and shortfalls. I do want to
say, that the road has been a joyful one for I serve with a most committed group of brothers and sisters as council
members who make the difference. I thank everyone one of you.
To conclude, I’d like to say that the church family life is of utmost importance not just for me but for each one of
you as well. Again, is no different than the life we live within our immediate family members, for as an interdenominational congregation we have a little bit of everything as we do within our own families. Having said that,
the difference lies in what each one of us believe, “we believe the Bible to be the inspired, the only infallible,
authorative Word of God and inherrant in the original writings.  We believe that there is one God, eternally existing in three persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. We believe in the spiritual unity of believers in our Lord Jesus
Christ.” This writing is found within our church website and thus, the unity that represents us strengthens the family allowing us to agree to disagree with the most respect for each other, leading to a family of love which reflects
what God wants us to be. Let us continue our walks with this in mind, Acts 2:46-47 “And day by day, continuing
steadfastly with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread at home, they took their food with gladness and
singleness of heart, praising God, and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to them day by day
those that were saved.” AMEN.

Luis Alberto serves as 2UC Council President, he and his wife, Lorraine, host a
Bible study in their home on Tuesday evenings, Luis is a member of the 2UC choir
and he graciously provides his musical
talents when asked. They are actively involved in the Emmaus Community. Luis
Alberto is a very talented mosaic artist
and teacher. He is pictured here with his
masterpiece,”Sentinela de un Romance”
which hangs in the lobby of Puerto Rico
Supply.
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CAMP NIKO
From March 22 through 27, three of our youth
participated in the survival camp NIKO which
is directed by YWAM, Puerto Rico.
NIKO is a Greek Word that means to persevere until reaching the goal. This camp is designed so that young people can learn dependence on God, teamwork and can develop
their leadership potential. The camp lasts five
intense days where the participants are taken
out of their comfort zones and exposed to different activities designed to reveal their weaknesses and strengths challenging them to go
the extra mile out of love for God and neighbor. This year the camp had a total of 61
participants and 50 staff volunteers all of
whom were able to meet and overcome
the NIKO challenge.
We want to congratulate Ambar, AJ
and Alysha for satisfactorily completing
the NIKO camp and also recognize Cadiz, Sara, Cherish and the Jusino
Blanchard family who formed a part of the camp staff.

Homes of Hopes
This is an amazing experience for our youth and will take
place from the 20th to the 30th of June by sharing a week
together making a difference in the lives of a family. We will
build a home for a needy family in Tijuana, Mexico.
On this trip we hope to achieve:
-“Hands on” participation – more than just writing a check, you actually build the home.
-Living out your values.
-Creating a sense of team work and unity.
-Becoming more aware and informed of the conditions/needs outside your ‘world’
For this we need your prayers and your help. As a part of the fundraising activities for the trip, we are holding monthly lunches and will also hold a Golf Tournament on April 20th. We need to find more sponsors
and golfers to take part in this event. For more information please contact Pastor Bob, Becca Hoffman,
Jesse Sargent or Ricardo Jusino.
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Q&A with Youth Pastor Ricardo Jusino

April
2013

1. Where were you raised, and what was your family like growing up?  
Did you attend church?
I was born in Santurce and raised in Levitown.  I am the oldest of two
siblings.  I had a very beautiful childhood until I was 9 years old when
my parents were divorced.  We attended church my whole childhood.  
2.  When did you come to know the Lord and accept Jesus as your
Savior?  How did that change your life?
I was saved on August 6, 2002 during a youth retreat with my church.  
I was 16 years old and for the first time decided that I wanted to know
God in a personal way.
3.  Why are you so committed to serving the Lord?
From a young age I was interested in knowing and serving God.  The
Lord placed a burden in my heart for people and their needs, for discipling youth and for the nations.  Being a part of YWAM for 19 years
was a wonderful experience to strengthen my relationship with God
as well as my calling.  

Andrea, Ricardo
Valéria, Alyssa & Sebastian

4.  How can Second Union Church help you stay rooted in Christ?
Joining Second Union Church at this stage in my life has been a blessing.  The church has provided me with
the opportunity to serve and reach youth in a different way.  The life of Pastor Bob has been an example of
leadership for me.  I also count on a group of people who love God and want to collaborate with the youth
ministry.  Something that has also been very meaningful and valuable was to see the willingness of the
church to invest in sending me to the “Simply Youth Ministry” conference which was a time of spiritual refuge
and of acquiring new strategies for my work with the young people.  
5.  What disciplines do you find particularly helpful in your walk with the Lord?
I am a person of integrity and with passion to obey God.  The fear of the Lord has helped me to resist temptation and walk in obedience in every step He has asked me to take.  
6.  What impact do you hope to have on your family, friends, associates, etc.? Why?
I hope I may be an example of a person who was willing to surrender his life to God in obedience in spite of
his defects and limitations.  It is my hope that my legacy for my children and all those who know me will be
the desire to know God and do His will wherever He calls them to.  
7.  Speak a little about your family.
God has blessed me with a beautiful family.  In December my wife, Andrea, and I will celebrate our 10th
wedding anniversary.  Andrea is my friend, confidant and ministry companion.  I have 3 beautiful children:
Valeria is 5 years old (she is a sensitive and very intelligent little girl), Sebastian who is 3 (he is sweet and
helpful) and Alyssa who will be 2 years old in April (she is a happy and determined child).
8.  Any advice you might give.
My advisc would be that in order to move forward it is extremely important to forgive others and choose to
imitate good role models.  Even if you are not able to find a good influence in your family you can ask the
Lord to provide godly men and women who can be examples to your life.  

				

THANK-YOU

       I want to recognize the disposition of Paloma,
Jose  y Raulito Aymat. They are a beautiful family  
who have been willing to serve with their talent
as Chefs and greatly help us to prepare the lunch
café fundraisers for the misión trip.  We are also
grateful to  Lisa Gervirtiz for her service
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Maundy Thursday

Low lights, good food, and good friends celebrating together. Jesus gathered His disciples together to celebrate, one last time, the Feast of Passover. It was to be their last time together this side of His death and
resurrection. They gathered to eat and remember.
Every year on Maundy Thursday we gather together to celebrate the Last Supper with good food and good
friends. We remember what Jesus told the disciples about the first being last and to follow His example in
serving others.
Pastor Bob spoke of that Last Supper evening long ago as a night of surprises. Of the surprise of Jesus kneeling and washing the disciples feet, of Jesus making a new covenant with them, of Jesus yielding to death
on the cross for us.
Our Maundy Thursday dinner and worship is a time when we remember how He served His disciples, even
the ones who would deny and betray Him.
And in our small way we reach for Him. We washed each others hands, we shared the cup, broke the bread
together, and we remembered Him. We set our eyes towards Sunday morning, towards the rising Son.
Anita Rodriguez

At The Intersection
At the intersection of Los Filtros and Ramirez de Arrellano I often see a man
who walks up and down the central divider making and selling crosses made
from palm fronds.  He silently walks by the cars in an attempt to make a sale,
but contrary to many street vendors and beggars, he doesn’t approach the
cars boldly, he simply waits for a window to roll down and someone to call
him over.  He seems to have a gentle spirit.  I appreciate the fact that he has
something to sell and isn’t just asking for a handout.  
A month or so ago, I had my window rolled down and he hesitated for a second as he walked by.  I smiled
at him – and I looked him in the eyes.  He handed me a cross, but I refused and told him that I didn’t have
any money.  But he didn’t take my refusal for an answer, and he insisted that I take the cross – he said it
was a gift.  The idea of him giving me a gift stayed with me for a long time.  The next time I saw him there,
I quickly searched in my purse for a dollar to give him in exchange for a cross.  He gave me a cross, but he
refused to take my dollar.  I was pretty insistent, but he was even more so.  I thanked him and I blessed him
and drove away feeling a little bit awkward – I wanted to show him kindness, yet I was the one who was
rewarded.  The next time I saw him, he gave me both a cross and a rose that he had made out of a palm
frond.  I’m not really sure why he is so generous with me, I certainly see him collecting money from others,
but I think it’s because I took the time to smile and really look at him and see him as a person.
It’s funny, because now I always hope he’ll be there – I look forward to seeing him – and to being able to
offer him a warm smile and to let him know I’m praying for him, and I can’t tell you the satisfaction it brings.  
We think about ways we can serve the Lord – starting a new ministry, volunteering at a shelter, serving the
homeless.  And while those are all great, we shouldn’t overlook the simplest kindnesses that we can so
easily give to those around us. Looking someone in the eyes and simply smiling can show Christ’s love and
compassion.  Try it and see what happens – and let me know!
Grace & Peace!   
Chrisite

