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Sunday Services
10:00 a.m.

Adult Sunday School
9:00am

Sunday School
PK-12

10:30am

Choir Practice
Thursday 7pm

Weekly Activities
 

Ladies Bible Study
Tuesdays 12-2

Small Group 
@ the Rivera’s
Tuesday 7pm

Men’s Breakfast
Wednesday 7am

Women’s Study
@ Anita’s

Wednesday 7pm

Women’s Bible Study 
Thursday 8am

Prayer Service
Thursday 7pm

Second Union 
Church

2109 Calle Mileto
Guaynabo, PR 00969

787-720-4423
secondunion.org

Rev. Robert Zoba
Pastor

Gustavo Gonzalez
Youth Pastor

April Fools

second
thoughts

 As we have observed another April Fool’s Day, I am 
reminded that all of us as Christians are called to be fools...
that is fools for Christ.  Of course, we are not actual fools, 
for the fool says in His heart that there is no God, for what 
is more foolish than atheism in the light of the wonder of 
God’s magnificent creation.  Likewise, it was Jim Eliot, the 
great missionary martyr to Ecuador, who once observed that 
“he is no fool who gives up what he cannot keep in order to obtain that 
which he can never lose”.  He is no fool, indeed, even if the world thinks 
otherwise.  

 But as we anticipate the celebration of another Resurrection Sunday, 
we are reminded that what looks foolish to world, is in fact very logical in 
God’s eyes.  That is, our refusal to give in to the idols and indulgences of this 
age may look foolish to those who believe in the motto, “You only go around 
once in life, so you better get all the gusto you can.”  Of course, those of us 
who follow after Christ are not opposed to living every day with gusto and 
enjoying every moment that God gives us.  In fact, it was Jesus Himself who 
said that he came to bring life to us and life in abundance.  However, we 
also know that God loves us so much He has given us certain commands 
and precepts to channel that life flow into lasting and productive joy and 
activity.  Thus, there are certain practices and proclivities that we must say 
no to in order to say yes to God.  And when we do so, we may look foolish 
to those in the world who think we are being foolishly prudish.  But, what 
they do not understand is that in light of the Resurrection of Christ, we have 
historical proof that this life is not all there is.  In fact, this life is just a blink in 
all eternity and is disproportionately tiny in comparison to time and eternity 
ahead, in fact, infinitesimally tiny.  Therefore, who is being the fool in their 
calculation of life?  The enemies of Christ or the followers of Christ?  

 I pray that as we close out this Lenten Season that you would continue 
to observe the “restraining” spiritual disciplines of this season of prayer, 
fasting, repentance, and meditation so that you will tap into and channel 
the rivers of living water that flow out of Christ’s love and mercy and into 
our hearts and out to the world through our lives.  This is a river of blessing 
that those in the world cannot even imagine exists because they have never 
trusted God to allow Him to flow through their lives and change them from 
the inside out.  But perhaps, in this season of victorious resurrection, others 
will see that life in us and grow thirsty for God’s refreshing reality in their 
lives.  

 Indeed, when we proclaim, “He is risen!” this Easter season, may 
it spring from the center of our being where we know the reality of his life-
giving power.  
     Blessings!
      Pastor Bob   

Pastor Bob Zoba
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Christie Curie Zoba
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Holy Week Activities

•Sunday, April 9th Palm Sunday

•Thursday, April 13th 6pm Maundy Thursday Service
 a soup and bread dinner following by a service in the       
 Fellowship Hall.

•Friday, April 14th 7pm Good Friday Service

•Easter Sunday April 15th  6am Sunrise Service 
 Ecumenical Service at El Morro

•Easter Sunday Brunch 9am

•Easter Sunday Service 10am
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Early in March the Women’s Ministry team took a break 
from the ordinary,stepped away and drove through the 
drizzle to El Yunque. There, tucked into a spacious ga-
zebo, we paused surrounded by God’s beauty to rest, to 
breathe, and to re-calibrate. We went on retreat.

Just a day long event, nothing too fancy. Just our bibles, 
some food, and good teaching from Pastor Brenda Taylor. 
We focus on Shelly Miller’s book called Rhythms of Rest. 
Looking for what Sabbath means to us and how to find it 
in silence and in Jesus’ presence.

“What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked the 
two blind men. And He asks us as well. He asks not 
because He does not know, but so we bring our wants 
to Him. Taking the time to sort through our wish lists to 
uncover what is our most basic, our most pressing need 
and giving it words. Just like those blind men stating cat- e-
gorically they wanted to see, we need to cast off fear 
and state what we want Jesus to pour into our lives. 
Without editing or limiting ourselves  to what is 
a proper request or maybe I shouldn’t ask for this or 
that. Instead just pouring out our need to the One and 
Only who has the power to fulfill it.

Going on retreat allowed the WM team time to listen to each other, pray together, and find out where we as 
a group are heading. Taking time to retreat was an opportunity to let Jesus pour into us in order that we may 
pour out to others. Taking time to retreat let us quiet the noise in our lives in order to hear His voice.
All of which is crucial if we want to obey His leading, His promptings. 

Going on retreat allows us to prepare for ways to serve the women of 2UC  and our community. Watch for 
an upcoming date for a mini retreat for all the women of the church and community. In the meantime, check 
out one of the many bible studies on going for women. Tuesday noon is studying the Women of Easter by Liz 
Curtis Higgs and the Wednesday evening  [7pm] and Thursday mornings [7:30am] are studying the Gospel of 
John.

Women’s Ministry Team Retreat

Bible Study & Small Group Opportunities at 2UC
Day and Study Location Contact

Sunday 9am Adult Bible Study
2nd Kings

2UC Conference Room Lizzette Kelley: Howard01@prtc.net

Tuesday Lunchtime Bible Study (12-2)
Women of Easter

2UC Fellowship Hall Christie Zoba: zoba129@gmail.com  
787-717-4001

Tuesday Evening Bible Study (7-9pm)
Revelation

Loraine and Luis Alberto Rivera’s 
home in San Francisco

Loraine & Luis
787-370-2448

Wednesday Men’s Breakfast (7-8am) 2UC Fellowship Hall Pastor Bob: PastorBobZoba@gmail.com

Wednesday Evening Study (7pm )
Book of John

Anita Rodriguez’s home in Rio 
Piedras Heights

Anita Rodriguez: anita00926@aol.com

Thursday Morning Women’s Study (8am)
Book of John

Cafe del Alma - Paraná Street Anita Rodriguez: anita00926@aol.com

Condado Bible Study Lynn McCarley: lmccarley@cantrelldrug.com

Laurie Foster: lauriejfoster@yahoo.com
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David & Laurie Yost made a 
recent visit to 2UC as Laurie 
was on Spring Break. There 
was a bit of negotiating going 
on between the Fosters and the 
Zobas as  to who would get to 
host them and for how long!!  
Wiliam and Jane Foster were 
thrilled to have their Puerto 
Rican grandparents back in 
town, and Laurie and David 
delighted in taking them to 
school in the mornings, going 
to soccer practice and helping 
out with William’s birthday!  
Then the Yosts moved to the 

Zobas and Laurie jumped right back in at Spanish 
and Bible Study and Wednesday afternoon tutoring! 
In the meantime, David generously shopped at 
the PX for the BP program!!  With Christie, they 
circumvented the island to visit some of their favorite 
spots. It was a great visit but too short!!

Victoria Woodruff is off to Space Camp soon with 
Baldwin School.

JB & Audrey Wilcox were 
back one last time as it JB has 
been reassigned to a position 
in Morgantown, WV.  We had 
hoped to see JB about once 
a month for business trips, 
but that did not pan out.  
However, we hope to entice 
Audrey to come back for the 

Christmas Bazaar:-)

Risa’s husband Omar Montalvo and Pastor Bob 
played on the same tennis team this spring.  Their 
team didn’t win too many matches, but they sure had 
fun trying.

Nicole Tester has survived her first Chicago winter 
and lived to tell about it.

Judge Brian Tester recently traveled to the Middle 
East to present a bankruptcy seminar to some of the 
OPEC nations.

Christopher Strong has won the 
Men’s Breakfast NCAA bracket 
contest as his picks of longshots like 
Michigan, Xavier, and Wisconsin 
served him well.  
Dennis Gonzalez came in second.  
The winner gets a free Richard’s 
Rueben Sandwich and first dibs on 
Banana’s Foster at Bottles Restaurant.

Rosa Trinidad is expecting a visit soon from daughter 
Ivette as well as her new grandbaby.

About a dozen people showed up for our most 
recent New Members Orientation Class.  Thanks to 
Nina Román, chair of the Membership Committee.

Humbelina & Javier made a quick getaway to Miami 
for a little R&R.

Kathryn Robinson has finished her novel that deals 
in part with Puerto Rico.  She is now looking for 
a publisher, but has already gotten some positive 
reviews from those in the know.  

Maria Isabel Rivera and Christie Zoba will be 
playing on the same tennis team this season.  

Don Julio Rivera is making plans for the annual 
Outreach Gala on April 29th.  Don’t miss it!

J.J. Valdés, Christie and PB’s son 
just purchased a townhouse  in 
Dallas.  At 24 years 
of age, he is officially 
a homeowner.  Rob 
Valdés completed a 
half-marathon in D.C. 
- turning in his best 
time yet!  We areso 

proud of them both!!

Christie spent three 
days in D.C. visiting 
their son Rob. Christie’s 
best friend since the 
3rd grade met her 
along with two of her 
daughters!  It was a great weekend!  

As a member of the PR Open committee, Edwin 
Perez (& Conchi) will be attending The Masters in 
Augusta, GA as VIPs this year.

Jeff & Tamara Penn are aficionados of Korean cuisine 
and have found an authentic Korean restaurant close 
to the church on Ave. Esmeralda.

Hector Pages’ cornea surgery has been completed 
and he had healed well.  Praise the 
Lord!

Dell and Lynn McCarley will be 
spending time in Dallas soon as 
proud parents-to-be, Tyler and 
María are expecting a baby!
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Thomas, Engfer, Brian 
Tester, and Pastor Bob 
represented 2UC at 
the recent First Annual 
Young Life Golf Classic 
Fundraiser that featured 
baseball Hall of Famer 
Ivan “Pudge” Rodriguez.   
They each received an 
autographed baseball!  It 
was an extremely well run event!  Congrats to Anne Snow 
and all the Young Life Staff and volunteers!

Ana Leonard looked beautiful on the 
night of her ring ceremony!  Ana is a 
junior at Baldwin School!

Dennis Glenn is leading 
to GPS Life Journey 
courses and plans on 
starting two more in 
April.  There will be 

another 8 weeks course on Wednesdays 
and a four or five week course on 
Saturdays. You are strongly encouraged to 
attend.

We said a sad farewell to Brook 
and Alison Schaaf who have 
moved back to the Austin area.

Attie & Alta Goosen rejoice 
that their visa applications are well on the way to being 
approved.  Glory to God!!!

Von De Loatch has recovered from his eye surgery and is 
ready to sing again at 2UC.  Alleluia!  Von and Janie are 
celebrating their 40th Anniversary!  Congratulations!

       Mayra and Carlos Chipi are 
grandparents!  On Friday, March 31, 
they welcomed their fourth grandchild, 
Alejandra Sofía, into the world.   Her 
big brother, Marcos, has been asking 
God for a sibling for quite some time 
Marcos told his 
grandfather, “Tengo 
que ir a la iglesia a 

darle gracias a Papa 
Dios porque ya mi hermana nació.”          
      Proud  parents, Alex and Anitere 
are doing great! Congratulations - we’ve 
been praying for this miracle and can’t 
wait to meet her!

Did You Know . . . ?5

Cadiz Rodriguez recently 
celebrated her 21st birthday.  
She is currently a junior at 
Southeastern University in 
L a k e l a n d , 
FL.  Happy 
B i r t h d a y !  
Cadiz also 

had a chance to visit her brother, 
J.D. in Atlanta!

Lt. Col. Eli Lozano has done an 
excellent job as a part of our projection ministry as 
he is putting together the PowerPoints each week 
and is in charge of their presentation each Sunday.  
Thanks Eli!!!

Thomas Von Hillebrandt has become a welcome 
addition to our Men’s Breakfast as he hosted the 
gang last week with delicious Spanish tortilla.  

Mar Lopez went to a wedding in San Antonio, 
Texas and borrowed some fancy cowgirl boots from 
former Texan, Humbelina Trevino.  

Thomas & Carole Law will be heading back to the 
States soon.  We sure will miss them.

Bells are soon to ring!  Rashel 
Krankovich’s wedding date is 
drawing nigh.  It will be held 
in Dublin, Ohio, just a stone’s 
throw from where Christie 
grew up.  

Steven Johnson has taken on the challenge of re-
organizing our church library.  Thanks Steve!

Wendy Heath is off to merry old England to visit her 
mom and sisters.  

John & Evelyn Alberts are on 
their spring grandchildren’s tour 
of America.  They 
started in Chicago 
and are now in 
CT and have thus 
collected all four 
of their wonderful 
grandkids. 

John Hammel and his dear wife Carmen will be 
touring Israel this month.  
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      The Backpack Program received 
a generous donation from the Banco de Alimentos de 
PR (Food Bank of PR) of thirty 
new backpacks with wheels for 
the students in the program!  
      We are so grateful to all 
the volunteers who help with 
the program.  We couldn’t do it 
without you.  We deliver these 
backpacks filled with food on 
Friday afternoons, driving rain 
or scalding shine!  To God be 
the glory.
      Special thanks to Loraine Rivera, Christie’s true 
right-hand woman in this ministry!!
      This month’s selfkess Backpack Program heroes: 
Chris and Mike Strong, Dennis and Linda Glenn, 

Amarilis Lebrónn and 
Dennis Gonzalez,  
Camila Ramos, Leon 
Diana, Humbelina 
Trevino and Ivelisse 
Torres.

And as always, thanks 
to Yoav Cohen of Gad 
Eden Farms for the 
copious amounts of fruit 
and vegetables that he 
provides ever week . 

.and Omar at Costco for 
delicious baked goods.

We are blessed!  God is 
good - to Him be all honor 
and glory and praise!

6

Brenda Ferrer, Livia 
Román, Pastor Bob, and 
other 2UCers volunteered 
at WBMJ for their share-a-
thon in March!  WBMJ, the 
Rock Radio, is an English-

language radio station which features excellent 
programming including teaching from Nancy Leigh 
Demoss, David Jeremiah, Charles Stanley, Alistar 
Begg, etc.  Tune in to 1190 AM.  Thanks to Dahlen 
Decker, they also recently launched the Rock App.  
Download it today!

Following Kristin Adams’s 
graduation from optometry 
school on June 2nd, Kris 
and Tim will be moving 
to Memphis where Kris 
was selected for a one-
year residency at Southern 
College of Optometry. This 
was Kris’ top choice, so 
congratulations!  So sad 
for us, but we hope that she and husband and pilot  

Tim will be able to fly back and 
visit us once in a while.  

Kris Adams and a team from 
the Interamerican School of 
Optometry provided free eye 
screenings for students and 
their parents from the Backpack 
Program!  Thanks Chris for 
making this possible!

Madelyn Vega 
and son, Xavi, 
report that Xavi 
registered at his 
new high school 
and, although 
he is in 11th 
grade, because 
of his good grades he has been pre-admitted into 
Cal State for enrollment in August of this year!!!  
Mom, Madelyn registered to take the California Bar 
Exam in July, so she is asking for our prayers!  Dad 
Raymond is happy to have his family with him.  
They all hope to come and visit us here in PR this 
summer.  One last tidbit:  they met Janette Quiles 
at Dodgers Stadium to support our awesome PR 
baseball team in the World Baseball Classic.  
 

Did You Know? New Backpacks!



April
2017

7
Backpack Program - Our Wonderful Tutors

Loraine, Aurora, & Ariana Edahsellys & Brenda Janie & Benjamin
Patricia & Josmarie

Yoly & Sabrina

Joshua & John

Livia & Evelyn & Angeo

The Backpack Program began in April of 2013 at 2UC as a ministry to provide food 
to children, but it has become so much more.  In addition to the preparation and 
distribution of backpacks, we have Prayer Pals who agree to ‘prayer-adopt’ a student.  
This ministry is led by Humbelina Trevino.  We also have a tutoring program which 
is held each Wednesday in the school library - specifically for the students who 
participate in the program.

I wanted to say a few words about this tutoring program and the very special tutors 
that give of their time and love to these students.  If you look at the pictures, you see 
lots of smiles and studying.  What delightful children sitting attentively and working 
so hard on their assignments, right?!!  WRONG!  The children are delightful some 
of the time, but to be honest, tutoring these precious ones is challenging to say 
the least.  Studying does not come naturally to these kids, and they do everything 
they possibly can to NOT study!  We hear these words frequently, “Tengo que ir al 
baño.”; “No tengo asignaciones.” “Tengo hambre.”  “Quiero agua.” “No quiero, no 
quiero, no quiero.” etc. etc. etc.  The students are likely to be found under the tables, 
bothering their classmates, feigning to be looking for books, or trying to figure a way 
to go outside.  Occasionally, they actually get down to studying!

The task of the tutor is to figure out what exactly the students need to be working on 
. . homework, studying for a test, working on a project, etc.  It takes great patience 
and perseverance to guide these children and get them to focus.  Our tutors are kind 
and loving - and they are making a difference in the lives of these children.  We 
celebrate the successes with these kids, we let them know that they have potential.  
We remind them that they can go to college and become what they want to be.  
And, do you know what is so fascinating about this whole process?  You would think 
the students would not want to come to tutoring, but the truth is they do!  They get 
upset when they aren’t allowed to come.  It’s obvious the reason they come is not 
because they want to study, but it is clear that the one-on-one attention that they 
receive from the tutors is extremely valuable to them.  They feel loved, and that is 
what this is all about.  Sharing the love of Jesus with those He loves.

I can’t speak for the other tutors, but I feel grateful to God for the opportunity to be 
involved in these children’s lives.  When I’m at the school, and the kids leave their 
classrooms to run up and give me a hug, it’s one of the greatest feelings in the world 

It’s like getting a hug from Jesus. 

If you would be interested in tutoring or if you 
know someone who would be interested, please 
see Loraine or Christie!  
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For years Second Union Church has been a source 
of help for children, youth ladies and men in need.  
The church designates 10% of its income for this 
ministry.  This ministry reach out to those in need 
in Puerto Rico but also in small way we extend to 
other areas of the world such as China, where Rev. 
Daryl Parker takes the message of God’s love to stu-
dents, to Honduras, to Bolivia, to the Dominican 
Republic, to Africa and other parts of the World 
through Heifer International, Mennonite Central 
Committee, Compassion International, Samaritan 
Purse and Feed the Children, etc.  We try to feed the 
hungry, give drinks to thirsty and provided clothing 
to those in need.  This year,2017, over 50 different 
organization will have received donations of food, 
clothing, money etc.  (Please see the Outreach bul-
letin board in the church’s Narthex for more detail 
information about the outreach committee special 
events for the year. 
 
Members and friends of the church provide hun-
dreds of toys, thousands of pieces of clothing, 
shoes, kitchen utensils, microwaves, cars, etc. that 
we deliver to those in need.
 
I cordially invite the friends and members of the 
church attend to our special event of the year, 
scheduled for April 29th at 2:30pm at the Church.  
See for yourself the faces of those we help and 
bring to us those things you no longer need or use.  

Ill appreciate it and those in need will enjoy them.
 
Just call the church office(787-720-4423)
Thank You Don Julio

e a sus discípulos: “

.” (Mateo 25:39)

e a sus discípulos: “

.” (Mateo 25:39)


